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Addendum to the ICCO World Report 2009:

Market information for Slovenia

In Slovenia, 2008 revenues for public relations consultancies grew an estimated 10% over the previous year. The picture was slightly more dynamic than the global group average of 8,5% and in line with other Central / Eastern European countries reporting in this survey.

Fee income in Slovenia stemmed largely from work in Public Affairs, Corporate Communications and Crisis Management, closely mirroring the trend seen across Europe last year. Meanwhile, profit margins improved, and share of spending on public relations increased relative to other marketing disciplines.

The outlook for 2009 is stable both in terms of revenues and profitability for consultancies, with the general market environment in Slovenia predicted to remain on par with current conditions. The global financial crisis and an inflexible labour market will hamper growth over the short to medium term, but this should be offset by economic stimulation arising from changes to national and EU legislation as well as by the availability of well-trained workers in this country. The talent pool for public relations firms has in fact improved, partly owing to layoffs in other areas but also  thanks to a large number of quality training options specific to the PR industry.

Local trends indicate that CSR, Digital / New Media and Corporate Communications work will grow in Slovenia throughout 2009, while demand for Marketing Communications is expected to decline. Client budgets should remain fairly stable overall, with a growing emphasis coming from the Energy, Financial and Telecommunications industries. Sectors like Food & Beverage and Automotive, on the other hand, are likely to show waning demand for public relations services.
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